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formed deeds of valour and to have taken out an ex-
pedition against a demon whom they_ destroyed and
whose castle they took. The stories preserve the in-
dependent state of the cities.
Every city had its own god whose high-priest was
called Patesi. Patesi was the vicegerent of the gods
on earth and ruled the city. Sometimes when several
cities were subjugated and bi ought under a single
government, the victorious Patesi took the title of Lugal
which meant a king.
The most ancient dynasty of the Sumerians ruled
at Ur. One of its kings was A-anni-padda whose
monuments have been brought to light by recent ex-
cavations. Utug was the king of Kish, Kings of
Kish after Utug were Semites. The last of the Semites
of Kish was subdued by Enshakushanna, a Surnerian
king of Uruk. Soon Uruk and Ur both came to be
ruled by the same Sumerian king. Another Sumerian
ruler was Lugal-da-lu of Adab whose statue has been
found. Opis was another city where a Sumerian
dynasty ruled. The city which rose to incomparable
importance was Lagash where Ur-nina ruled. Ur-
nina dug canals, and built granaries and store-houses.
Statues of this king, of his son and wife, and of his gods
have been unearthed. Some of the most ancient
relics of Sumerian art like the copper lions and bulls
and gold weapons and ornaments of Ur come from
this period and date from the time of A-anni-padda.
Eannadu the grandson of king Ur-nina? conquered
Umxna and Kish. It was about this time that Lagash
defeated Opis. A remarkable state of Eannadu brings
out in a splendid manner his war and conquest of the
cities. The monument is called popularly the Vulture-
Stele and bears an inscription to that effect. The
war evidently had been severe and bloody. Battle-axes are
much in evidence with body-armour, solid phalanxes
of six men in a row. Soldiers put on rectangular